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IN AWE OF HIS MAJESTY 
Psalm 8 

 
 
 [VIDEO] The Hubble Space telescope has captured images that are beyond our imagination. 
Looking at the universe on this screen is like looking at the Grand Canyon on a postcard. There is 
no way we can comprehend the size of the universe. Just as fascinating as looking through a 
telescope is looking through a microscope. Look at the amazing detail of these objects. 
 

• This is the hook and loop detail of Velcro. 

• This is a piece of used dental floss. 

• And these critters are dust mites. One-third of the weight of your mattress is made up 
of millions of living dust mites that fed off your dead skin every night. 

• Look at the structure of this banana. 

• And I love this guy. This is a close up of a horsefly. Those are some cool Oakley’s he 
is wearing. 

• And this is beautiful. These colorful ribbons are a close-up of a moth wing.  

• Can you guess what this is? Those are eyebrows.  

• These are blood cells carrying oxygen throughout our bodies and keeping us alive. 

• This is a nerve bundle, like fiber optic cables sending millions of messages a day 
throughout our bodies. 

• This a macrophage, a white blood cell in the immune system that devours bacteria and 
infection. This microscopic cell helps the body heal itself. Amazing. 

 

 When we look through a telescope, we see the vastness of the universe. And when we look 
through a microscope, we see the complexity of the universe. And it all points to our amazing God. 
 
 And that’s why David said, “Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with 
trembling” (Psalm 2:11). To the degree that He allows us to see Him and know Him and 
experience Him, our response should a range of emotions including joy and humility, awe and 
reverence, singing and kneeling. 
 
 One area in which we desire to grow in 2017 is in our awe and reverence of God. Too 
often, worship becomes entertaining and preaching becomes quick tips on how God can make our 
lives better. But not this series. This series is not going to be about God bowing down to us to 
make our lives better; it’s going to be about us bowing down to Him. 
  
 And that’s the only appropriate response to a majestic, holy God. And, to the degree that 
God allows us to see Him and know Him and experience Him changes us. When we truly encounter 
His majesty and His holiness and His love, He will captivate our thoughts. He will alter our 
ambitions. He will relieve our fears. He will shape our values, satisfy our desires, and inspire our 
obedience. 
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 So, our prayer is that we would see and know and experience God. And that when we do, 
we would, as Psalm 2:11 declares, “Worship the Lord with reverence, and rejoice with 
trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 
 
 So this morning, we focus on the majesty of God. In Psalm 8, David declared …  
 

1O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your 
splendor above the heavens! 2From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have 
established strength because of Your adversaries, to make the enemy and the revengeful 
cease. 3When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which You have ordained; 4what is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man 
that You care for him? 5Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown 
him with glory and majesty! 6You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You 
have put all things under his feet, 7all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8the 
birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas. 
9O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8, NAS) 

 
 Many of the psalms have a sub-title that tells us who wrote it, or the circumstances under 
which it was written, or gives musical instruction to the worship leader. The sub-title of Psalm 8 
states, “For the choir director; on the Gittith (which was a stringed instrument). A Psalm of David.” 
David composed this song about the majesty of God. He put his thoughts to music. David wanted 
the people of Israel to sing about the majesty of their God.  
 
 And the lesson of David’s song is that majesty provokes humility. To see and encounter 
the majesty of God should leave us with a deep sense of humility. That is the only appropriate 
response to a majestic God. 
 
 

WHO IS GOD? 
 
 “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth … When I consider Your 
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained … O Lord, 
our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:1, 3, 9, NAS). 
 
 These are not just good lyrics. This is a reflection of David’s heart, and we catch him 
daydreaming. To “consider” is to behold, to ponder, to meditate, to contemplate.1 This was not a 
quick glance or a casual thought. David carefully pondered the majesty of God.2 He thought of 
the universe as the “work” of God’s “fingers.” 
 
 David was a student of God, yet more than a student. His response to the majesty of God 
was as emotional as it was intellectual. Psalm 8 is not a term paper; it is a song. It’s not just a 
statement of faith; it’s a cry of the heart. 
 
 David was a king. He possessed all power. He had won many victories in battle. He reigned 
over an entire nation. He was considered great and honored with glory. And yet, he knew there 
was a greater king. David deflected all the praise to the King of Kings. “O Lord, our Lord, how 
majestic is Your name in all the earth” (Psalm 8:1, NAS). David wanted all of Israel to sing the 
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majesty of God. David wanted the whole world to honor the majesty of God. “Let all the earth fear 
the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him” (Psalm 33:8).3 
 

The Hebrew word “majestic” means noble, excellent, stately, and glorious. Majesty 
describes someone or something that rises above all the rest. Majesty means superior! And in every 
way, David believed God was superior to everything. 
 
 David saw the majesty of God displayed by the stars in the sky. “O Lord, our Lord, how 
majestic is Your name in all the earth, who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!” 
(Psalm 8:1, NAS). In Psalm 19 he said, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him 
known” (Psalm 19:1-2). David was in awe of what he saw, and in awe of the one who created what 
he saw. He was awestruck that “the Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created,” that God 
“breathed the word, and all the stars were born” (Psalm 33:6, NLT). 
 
 This is the Eagle Nebula, the most iconic of Hubble’s photos. That’s real. And it’s more 
enormous than we can imagine. David said, “The heavens declare the glory of God.” The stars are 
like billboards advertising the glory of God. The stars are like singers in a choir praising God. The 
stars are meant to overwhelm our senses and saturate our minds with the reality of God. That’s 
why the Bible says, “Stop and consider the wonders of God” (Job 37:14). 
 
 So, how can we grasp the majesty of God? 
 
 One way is by reading the Bible. The Bible tells me what God is like. It describes our 
majestic Creator and sovereign Lord. The Bible reminds us that there is someone beyond us, 
someone bigger than us, someone out there who cares about us. The Bible reminds us that not only 
is someone in control, but someone loves us. 
 
 Another way is by looking at the stars. I don’t own a telescope, but I do look up. When I 
look up at this huge universe and look around at everything I see, I can’t believe it’s the result of 
chance. Someone had to create it. But we miss the awe and wonder of it all because we’re always 
looking down at our phones. Awe and wonder await those who look up. 
 
 [Dot] I know I have shown this photo before, but it never ceases to fascinate me. It’s called 
the “pale blue dot.” It was taken in 1990 by Voyager 1 looking back at earth four billion miles 
away. The late astronomer Carl Sagan made this comment about the Voyager photograph.  
 

“Look at that dot … That’s home. That’s us. On it everyone you love, everyone you know, 
everyone you ever heard of, every human being who ever was, lived out their lives. The 
aggregate of our joy and suffering, thousands of confident religions, ideologies, … every 
hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every king and peasant, every 
young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer, every 
teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, every “superstar,” every “supreme leader,” 
every saint and sinner in the history of our species lived there – on a mote of dust suspended 
in a sunbeam.”4 

 
 Sagan was right in most of what he said, but he missed what David saw. When David 
looked up he said, “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the 
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stars, which You have ordained … O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!” 
(Psalm 8:3, 9, NAS). 
 
 God’s majesty is also displayed by the giving of human life. Verse 2 is a hard verse to 
interpret. But surely it suggests that the majesty of God is displayed through the giving of human 
life. “From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength” (Psalm 8:2, 
NAS). Look at this picture. That is a fetus at 24 weeks. It has eyebrows and fingernails. That is a 
human being. Only God could do that. And from the day we were born to the day we die, we are 
dependent on God for every breath we take. The Bible says, “In Him we live and move and exist” 
(Acts 17:28, NAS). 
 
 

WHO AM I?5 
 
 There is a line in Psalm 8 that reveals what David was really thinking. “When I consider 
Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; what 
is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?” (Psalm 8:3-4, 
NAS). 
 
 Psalm 8 was written late in David’s life. He was thinking about his legacy. In 2 Samuel 7, 
we read that David “sat before the Lord” and said, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, 
that You have brought me this far?” (2 Samuel 7:18). 
 
 I can imagine David remembering being a shepherd boy, the youngest of Jesse’s children.6 
And yet, God chose him, an eight-year-old boy, to be the future king of Israel. 
 
 I can imagine him remembering Israel at war with the Philistines.7 Remembering the 
insults against God by the giant warrior Goliath.8 David was just a teenager, but someone had to 
do something. So when no one else would face the giant, David took a stone from his bag, put it 
in his sling, and let it fly. The rock hit Goliath in the middle of his head and he fell. Then David 
cut off Goliath’s head and held it up in victory. As an old man, David sat before God remembering 
that day, his first taste of the power of God working through his life. 
 
 And David remembered the day he became king. He was 30 years old, and would go on to 
feel the hand of God on his life time and time again. David was convinced that there was only one 
true God. And he sat before God and said, “Who am I, and who is my family, that you have blessed 
us so?”  
 
 Majesty provokes humility. To see the majesty of God, to encounter the majesty of God, 
is to be overwhelmed with humility. That’s why David wrote Psalm 2:11. “Worship the Lord with 
reverence, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). And Psalm 95, “Come, let us worship and 
bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker” (Psalm 95:6). 
 

• When God spoke to Abraham and promised to make his family a great nation, the Bible 
says Abraham “fell on his face” (Genesis 17:3). 

• When Moses come upon a burning bush in the desert, he heard the voice of God tell 
him to remove his sandals because he was standing on holy ground.9 
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• When David was convicted of his sin, the Bible says David “fell on his face” (1 
Chronicles 21:16). 

• When Solomon dedicated the temple to God, the Bible says that all the people “bowed 
down on the pavement with their faces on the ground” (2 Chronicles 7:3). 

• When Ezekiel was allowed a glimpse into heaven and saw the glory of God, he said, 
“I fell on my face” (Ezekiel 1:28). 

• When God spoke to Daniel in answer to his prayer, he said, “I bowed with my face 
toward the ground and was speechless” (Daniel 10:15, NIV). 

• When Peter, James, and John witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus – seeing Him in 
His divine state with their own eyes – the Bible says “they fell on their faces” (Matthew 
17:6).  

• When John was allowed a peek into heaven, he saw the majesty and holiness of God. 
And he described all the creatures of heaven falling down before God with their faces 
on the ground.10 

 
 Worship leader Matt Redman writes, “When we face up to the glory of God, we soon find 
ourselves facedown in worship. To worship facedown is the ultimate outward sign of inner 
reverence.”11 And the Bible declares that one day, “at the name of Jesus every knee will bow … 
and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 
2:9-11, NAS). 
 
 In light of the majesty of God, as David asked, “What is man?” When compared eternity, 
we are but a breath. When compared to the universe, we are so small. Yet, the majestic Creator of 
the universe cares about us. Who are we that God should care about us? We are sons and daughters 
of God. We are His children. And we can say with David, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my 
soul” (Psalm 23:1-2, NAS). Do you understand what David is saying? The majestic, magnificent, 
grand, great, holy, eternal God knows you and cares about you. 
 
 

APPEAL 
 
 If you are not a Christian at this point in your life, do you hear that? God is real. He is the 
majestic Creator of all that is. There is no other god. And He cares so much about you and loves 
you so much that He sent His Son Jesus into the world to save you, to save you from the thing that 
separates you from Him. Like a doctor hates cancer because it kills people, God hates sin because 
it destroys people’s lives and eternally separates them from Him. This majestic Creator hung the 
stars in the sky to get your attention, and He hung His son on a cross for your salvation. Jesus 
Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty for my sin and your sin. And the moment you invite 
Jesus into your life, God will forgive you of everything you’ve ever done wrong. You will 
experience peace with God and peace within. And you have the guarantee of spending eternity in 
heaven, in a place Jesus called Paradise. All you have to do is surrender your life to Jesus Christ 
as your personal Lord and Savior. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 How often do you stop and think about the majesty of God? How often are you interrupted 
by the fact that the majestic and magnificent Creator of the universe wants to walk with you and 
wants you to walk with Him? I admit it’s far too rare. I don’t walk around every minute of the day 
thinking about the majesty of God. He catches my attention only some of the time. If that’s true 
for you too, then let me ask, why is our experience of God so anemic compared to David’s? Why 
is that? 
 
 Maybe it’s because we’re just too busy. Maybe we’re preoccupied with all the 
responsibilities we have. Maybe it’s the lure of the world. Comfort, entertainment, and stuff have 
become too important to us. Whatever the reason, we have to admit it. We feel a sense of awe only 
some of the time. So how can “some of the time” become “more of the time”? 
 

I think it starts by looking up and singing David’s song. “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic 
is Your name in all the earth” (Psalm 8:9). 
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NOTES 

1 The Hebrew word for “consider” is ra’ah, and means to behold, inspect, ponder, and contemplate. 
2 Matt Redman writes, “Here we stand in an age that is thirsting for wonder. In our information-overloaded society, there seems to 
be no room left for mystery and fascination. Yet just when we are tempted to shrink God down to size – or kick Him out of the 
equation altogether – there in front of our eyes stand the wonders of His universe. A great big, awe-inspiring reminder of just who 
it is we are dealing with. Worship has no room for ‘know-it-alls.’ The soul who lives in the ordinary and the mundane will rarely 
aspire to climb higher in praise. And reverence for God will never flow freely from a heart that shrinks Him down to earthly 
proportions. God makes worshippers out of wonderers. If we allow them, the beauty and vastness of the cosmos will help lead us 
to higher ground of worship.” [Louie Giglio and Matt Redman, Indescribable (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2011), page 
69.] 
3 At the coronation of his son Solomon as king, David praised his glorious and majestic God. “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the 
power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours, O Lord, and this is your kingdom. 
We adore you as the one who is over all things. Riches and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power and 
might are in your hand, and it is at your discretion that people are made great and given strength” (1 Chronicles 29:11-12, NLT). 
4 Quote by Carl Sagan about the “pale blue dot” photo of earth taken by Voyager 1 in 1990. [Giglio and Redman, Indescribable, 
page 60. 
5 David went on to say in verse 5, “Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!” 
Man is described as having the same “glory and majesty” used to describe God in verse 1. That means that we are created in the 
image of God. And that’s exactly what God said when He created us. “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” 
(Genesis 1:26). We carry God’s DNA. Whatever attributes we have, we got those attributes from God. And yes, we have sinned. 
The Fall has tarnished us as image-bearers. But we are still created in the image of God, and we can still reflect His goodness and 
kindness. And as we are sanctified by His Spirit, we can become more and more conformed to the image of His Son (Romans 
8:29). David also said in verses 6-8 that God has made us “to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his 
feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through 
the paths of the seas.” Again, that’s exactly what God said in Genesis 1:26. We are partners with God and stewards of God in 
overseeing His creation. 
6 See 1 Samuel 16. 
7 See 1 Samuel 17. 
8 See 1 Samuel 17:26. 
9 See Exodus 3:5. 
10 See Revelation 7:11. 
11 Matt Redman, Facedown (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2004), page 13. 

                                                 


